
 
 
To: The Members of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs of the European Parliament 
 
Concerning: input from the Civil Society Contact Group in discussion on EP position on the 
Constitutional Treaty. 
 
24 November 2004 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the EU Civil Society Contact Group, bringing together six of the largest 
European NGO platforms: social, human rights, development, women, environment and culture. All 
six of these sectors will take part in the hearing tomorrow and will present their specific sectoral 
analyses. In addition to this, there are three areas of cross-sectoral concern that we would like to 
emphasise jointly. 
 
• Firstly we would like to endorse wholeheartedly the working method of the Convention as being 

a means of preparing treaty texts in a more open, transparent and pluralistic manner. The 
credibility that the Convention method achieved is reflected in the retention by the IGC of most 
of the Convention text and we generally welcome the inclusion of the Convention as a working 
method in the Constitutional Treaty. 

 
• Secondly, we welcome Article I-47 on participatory democracy and call on the European 

Parliament to insist on an early process of implementation of this article, a process that should 
include a substantial involvement of representatives of civil society.  

 
• Finally, we call for a stronger wording in the European Parliament report, so that it calls for 

resources to be made available to enable NGOs in the Member States to play a constructive role 
in ratification discussions, by organizing debates at regional and local level.  

 
To this end we suggest the following amendment to Point 9 of the Constitutional Affairs 
Committee’s draft report: 

 
9. Reiterates its request that all possible efforts be deployed in order to inform European 
citizens clearly and objectively about the content of the draft Constitution. Furthermore, in 
order to promote the active engagement of citizens in the discussions on ratification, 
calls upon the Commission and the Member States to recognize the role of civil society 
organisations within the ratification debates, and to make available sufficient support to 
enable such organizations to engage their constituencies in these debates across the EU.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
John Hontelez (Chair of the EU Civil Society Contact Group) 
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